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L.W.O.S.T,; both workshop and stores had suffered severe hoint
damage ; all heavy moorings were sunk in 1(M2 as part uf the denial
measures; pontoons and bridges for inland tiaflie had to he lifted
from the mud into which they had fallen when "denied" in 1*H2;
and sonic 300,000 tons of steel scrap and other debris had to he
collected and removed from the dock aiea.
Much still remains to he done, but in general the progress made
toward complete rehabilitation of the port is ahead uf sched-
ule.....It says much for the oiganisation of the Rangoon port
that, although hampered by a heavy reconstruction programme, the
import traffic dealt with compares favourably with that of a good
average pre-war year. Exports are unfnrtunatelv but a fraction
of normal owing to the dislocated economy of the country.
By January 1(W7, it  could be reported that   "coastal ship-
ping" by schooners and country craft continues very active/*5
FUTURE PROSPECTS
There is every reason to expect a fairly prompt restoration
of Rangoon's port facilities to the prewar level* In fact, the
tonnage of imports equaled prewar tonnage very soon after
rcoccupation, although exports, normally much greater in ton-
nage than imports, cannot reach the prewar level until the rice
situation returns to normal As indicated in chapter xiii, page
192, there is no reason to expect any drastic diminution in
the volume of Burma's exports of rice, teak, mineral oils,
and other raw products* once the rehabilitation of the country
has been completed, A reasonably peaceful world is almost
certain to demand all of such materials which Burma can
produce and export. Hit* Burmese standard of living was
rising; before the war, and Burmese imports of consumption
goods are likely to he limited only by Burma's rapacity to pay*
Should the Burrna-Siaitt Railway hr restored to operation
it might divert a small amount of traffic from the Rangoon-
Singapore sea route* hut such a rrwU* might also help the
genera! economic development of Teuasseriw and increase
Motilmein's sea traffic as much, in the long run, as it decreases
Rangoon's traffic,
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